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JNU scandal: Two
students expelled

HT Correspondent
m hireporters®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Jawahar Lal
Nehru University (JNU) offi-
cials on Friday expelled two stu-
dents and rusticated a third for
their involvement in a scandal
involving a pornographie video
film after an internal inquiry
committee submitted its report
to the vice-chancellor.

The inquiry committee, head-
ed by chief proctor HB Bohidar,
submitted its report to vice-
chancellor SK Sopory and rec-
ommended that the three stu-
dents invelved in the filming
and circulation of the objee-
tionable video clip be issued
chargesheets,

The two students, who were
earlier suspended for their
involvement in the filming of
the video and the making of a
CD were expelled, while a third
student — who had provided
his room for use in the incident
-— was rusticated for one year,
VK Jain, dean of students, said.

However, the south Delhi
Police have still not received the
report. “We have not received
the report from JNU authori-

" ties,” said HGS Dhaliwal, deputy
commissioner of police (south),

The video clip circulating in
the campus showed two stu-
dents in a compromising posi-
tion. The university also filed a

We've recommended
that the cyber crime
cell of the Delhi Police
should investigate the
farger angle of how the
video was circulated.

HB BOHIDAR
chief proctor, JNU

formal complaint with the police

on the basis of its findings.
“We have recommended that

the cyber crime cell of the Delhi

Police should investigate the

larger angle of how the video
was circulated and uploaded on
the Internet and related issues
of the case,” said Bohidar.

The panel probing the inci-
dent was formed after the video
clip — that was reportedly shot
in April 2010, was reported to
the Proctor’s office — created
an outrage.

The panel questioned a num-
ber of students over the past
few days. “The inquiry has
found that along with the two
male students, another male
student was found guilty oflet-
ting out his hostel room for the
act,” said Bohidar, “While the
report has asked for expulsion
of the first two, the third stu-
dent could face expulsion for up
to a year,” Bohidar added.
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MMS: 2 students

rusticated, cops

to take over now

Manash Pratim Gohain | Tnn

New Delhi: The two students
of Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU) who were involved
in the making of the porno-
graphic MMS in the campus
wererusticated by theuniver-
sity on Friday evening. An-
-other student of School of
Languages(SL), whowasalso

found guilty by the inquiry

committee, has been expelled
for one year The university
administration has decided
.to hand over the inquiry re-
port and other evidencetothe
police for further investiga-
tion.

After conducting investi-
gation for 10 days, the procto-
rial committee said in its re-
port that Janardan Kumar of
SL and MCA student Balbir
Chand are responsible for
making the MMS. Another
student of Periyar hostel, Ra-
hul Kumar, was also found to
be involved in the incident as
the MMS was filmed in his
hoste! room. Nearly 20 stu-
dents were questioned and
the proctorial committee also
took into consideration the
report filed by the hostel war-
den.

On January 31, 2011, the
security office of JNU filed a
. report that an MMS filmed by
JNU students is being circu-
lated in the campus, On Feb-
- ruary 1, 2011, the university

administration instituted a
proctorial inquiry into the in-
cident under chief proctor H
B Bohidar. - '

Vice-chancellor, S K Sopo-
ry, said, “The inquiry report
indicted the twostudentswho
were under the scanner. The
university has decided torus-
ticate them with immediate
effect. Another student who
let his hostel accommodation
be used for making the MMS
is also being expelled for a
year. Accordingtothe inquiry
report, the boy and girl in the
MMS had known each other
for a long time. We will be
handing over the details to
thepolice and they willdecide
what todonext.”

According to the procto-
rialreport, the MMSwasfilm-
ed with the intent to black-
mail, and it recommended
‘txemplary punishment to the
guilty According to chief
proctor, H B Bohidar, “This
seems to be an act of frustra-
tion by a jilted lover. The film
was made by Janardan with
the intent to blackmail the
girl, sothat she doesn’t marry
anyone else. The three boys
are apparently good friends.”

Incidentally, ~ Janardan
went missing from his hostel
on Friday afternoon. Accord-
ingtoahighly placed security
official at JNU, a search ison
for the student.

manash.gohain@timesgroup.com
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"Ragging ‘victim’
had role in scam

Manash Pratim Gohaln { run

New Delhi: The victim of the
first ragging incident of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University
(JNU)has been alleged tobea
parinerintheactof creatinga
pornographic MMS on the
campus., MCA second year
student Balbir Chand, who
had sent shock waves across
the campus by his allegations
of ragging a year-and-half
ago, was rusticated by the
JNU administration on Fri-
day for his involvement in the

MMS scandal. The proctorial

inquiry found him guilty of
helping in making the CD of
the pornographic film and
abettingthe crime.

A resident of Tapti Hostel,
Chand as a fresher on August
13, 2009, alleged that he was
ragged by his seniors in Sa-
barmati hostel. The JNU ad-
ministration, after a procto-
rial inquiry, rusticated nine
students for two years and 10
students were expelied from
their hostel for being specta-
tors during the ragging inci-
dent.

Chand alleged that he was
mentally and physically ha-

* rassed for over 10 days by his
seniors. But Chand later did a
U-turn and withdrew his com-
plaints. The university later

reduced the quantum of puni-
shment. _

Ever since the MMS scan-
dal broke out, Chand has been
under the scanner of the proc-
torial team and has beenques-
tioned by the team. Chand,
who is apparently saidtobea

‘good friend’ of Janardan Ku-.

mar, the students in the MMS
clip, had helped in creating a
different version of the MMS
through his computer exper-
tise. He is also alleged to have
provided the equipment for
filmingof the MMS.

According to JNU vice-
chancellor SK Sopory, “Balbir
helped in converting the con-
tent into CD format and pass-
ing on the required equip-
ment to make the clip. He is
found to be equally guilty of
the act and therefore the uni-
versity has decided to rusti-
catehim fromitsrolls.”

This is the same’Balbir

.Chand who wrote to the uni-

versity in 2009 saying “Helpus
and save us from seniors.
They use unparliamentary
language, abuse us, demoral-
ize us and threaten us”, mak-
ing the university community
stand united in his support.
And 17 months later, the same
university community is now
meting out exemplary puni-
shment for his act.
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New Delhi: India’s geosyn-
chronous satellite launch pro-
gramme is under review after
repeated failures — the last be-
ing the December 25, 2010,
flight that ended up in flames
alittle more than two minutes
into its mission.

The government ordered
a review of the geosynchro-
nous satellite launch vehicle
(GSLV)}and satellite commu-
nication programme after two
back-to-back failures. The
GSLV mission failed in April,
2010, and the December
burnout threatens satellite
launches planned over the
next three to four years.

Ina communication issued
on December 30, 2010, the de-
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Failures spur review of GSLV missions

Govt Worries Stalled Prog Can Impact Prestigious Chandrayaan 2 Mission

Space panel meets on spectrum today

he Space Commission — headed by Isro chairman and

. department of space (DoS) secretary K Radhakrishnan — will
discuss the allocation of $-band spectrum during a meeting to be
hefd on Saturday. Though DoS officials refused to comment,
sources said Radhakrishnan is likely to review the matter
since the government has set up a fresh two-member committee on
the raging controversy. There seems to he a deliberate attempt by
DaS ta bury the one-man B N Suresh committee, which was
appointed by Radhakrishnan to look into irregularities in the Devas-
Antrix deal. Sources say, in July 2010, Radhakrishnan,
acting on the Suresh Commitee report, had asked the government

_ for annulment of the contract. The issue, however, was swept

under the carpet. “All later attempts to highlight the problem
and to raise the matter of other irregularities were thwarted,”

said a source. Ty

partmentof space said the pre--~  along with that of previous six
Hminary failure report point-  missions. It is imperative to
ed to the need for an in-depth  formulate strategies for the fu-
analysis of the ill-fated GSLV  ture, the order says.

o6 flight of December 25, 2010, The government’s con-

cern is reflected in its resolve
to establish reason for launch
failures and examine likely
failings of the Russian cryo-
genic system. The committee
charged with review of the
GSLV programme is headed
by former space agency
chief K Kasturirangan and
the one failure analysis by
Madhavan Nair, another for-
mer Isro chief,

Selecting former Isro men
who have been associated with
the programme does raise
a doubt over the efficacy of the
probe —a concern sharpened
by the recently exposed scam
over a Isro deal to give
costly airwaves free to a pri-
vate firm — but the investi-
gations do mean that some ac-
countability is being called for:

The indigenous compo-
nent of the geosynchronous
launch programme is under
scrutiny with the committee
expected to look at realisa-
tion and operationalisation
of  indigenous cryogenic
stage and the strategy for
meeting demands for com-
munication transponders in
the immediate future. )

The two committees are to
déliver their reports to the
government by February, and
will be reviewed by inde-

pendent experts. The govern-'

ment’s worry is that the
stalled programme can im-
pact India’s need for an as-
sured launch for INSAT and
GSAT series of satellites and
the prestigious Chandrayan 2

_mission to moon in 2013,
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Man walked upright 3m yrs ago

Fossil Shows Early Humans Were No Longer Tree Dwellers, Had Feet Like Us

Washington: Lucy's feet were
made for walking. That's the word
from a team of researchers who
got afirst look at a foot bone from
this human relative who lived 3
million or more years ago, and
concluded this ancestor was ful-
ly comfortable with life on the
ground, rather than the trees.

Carol Ward of the University
of Missouri, and colleagues, re-
port in Friday's edition of the
journal Science that the discov-
ery shows that ancient Australo-
pithecus afarensis had feet simi-
lar to modern humans.

The famous fossil Lucy is the
poster girl for her group of an-
cient hominins. The study of her
other bones showed she was able
to stand upright. But no foot bones
were found with her skeleton, so
researchers have puzzled over
whether she walked like modern
pecple or was a blend of ground-
and tree-dweller.

The new discovery shows these
relatives “were fully humanlike
and committed to life on the

ground,” Ward said in a telephone -

- The famous fossil Lucy is the poster girl for her group
of ancient hominins. The study of her other bones
showed she was able to stand upright. But no foot
bones were found with her skeleton. So experts had
been puzzled over whether she walked like modern
people or was a blend of ground- and tree-dweller

interview from Africa. “It lays to
rest the idea that they were a com-
promise.” The new bone, discov-
ered with other A afarensis bones
at Hadar, Ethiopia, is a metatarsal,
one of the long bones connecting
the toes to the base of the foot.

It shows that Lucy’s kin had
arches stiffening their feet like
modetn people, as opposed {o apes
whose feet are more flexible Tor
grasping tree branches.

This was an important step in
evolution, Ward explained. “This
shows our early ancestor walked
like we would walk. They were not
shuffling, they were walking up-
right : which is a key feature of
our branch of the family tree.

“Now that we know Lucy and

her relatives had arches in their
feet, this affects much of what we
know about them, from where they
lived to what they ate and how they
avoided predators,” said Ward, a
professor of integrative anatomy.

“The development of arched.

feet was a fundamental shift to-
ward the human condition, be-
cause it meant giving up the abil-
ity to use the big toe for grasping
branches, signaling that our an-
cestors had finally abandoned life
in the trees in favour of life on the
ground.” Richard Potts, director
of the human origins program at
the Smithsonian's National Mu-
seum of Natural History, called
the report “an impressive paper
for just one bone.” :

“Every once in a while you do
get one piece of the puzzle that
helps you fill in something. This
bone really fills in a missing
piece,” said Potts, who was not
part of the research team.

“Where this article is a game-
changer, to me, is that it correct-
1y notes that there has been this
discussion about whether Lucy's
species had compromised two-
legged walking. This shows that
itwasn’t compromised walking,”
said Potts. -

That doesn’t mean A. afaren. -

sis didn't climb trees, he added. It
was probably a very adaptable
creature, using frees when they
were available but being gquite
comfortable on the ground.

A. afarensis still retained the
well-muscled arms that would
have been useful in trees, Potts
noted. Meanwhile, the Smithson-
ian museum was welcoming arti-
facts of Australopithecus sediba,
another human ancestor who
lived in Africa about 2 million
vears ago, a million years after
Lucy and her relatives. ap
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Global data collected
S0 far is enough to
stack CDs past Moon

Washhmgton How much in-

formation is there, really? -

Well, acoording to a new study,
humans were able to store 295
exabytes of information as of

2007. Now what, you might .

ask, is an exabyte? As you may
recall, a bit is a single piece of
information, “1” or “0," and a
byte usually contains eight
bits. An exabyte is
1,000,000,000,000,000,000 bytes.

Martin Hilbert and Priscila
Lopez of the University of
Southern California say that
if all that data were stored on
compact discs, the stack of
CDs would reach beyond the
moon — if the stack didn’t top-
ple over. That’s a lot of data,
and presumably we have col-

lected a lot more since then.

After alt, Lopez and Hilbertes-
timate the storage capacity of
the world’s computers doubles
every 18 months,

Their findings, locking at

the growth of information

storage capacity from 1986 to
2007, appear in this week’s edi-

According to a study,
humans have been
able to store 295
exabytes of info

as of 2007. An
exabyte is 1 followed
by 18 zero bytes

tion of the journal Science.

Hilbert and Lopez alsacal-

culated that:

® In 2007 people sent 1.9
zettabytes of information
through broddcast technolo-
gy. A zettabyte is equivalent to
1,000 exabytes. And that's
equivalent to every person in
the world reading 174 news-
papers every day.

® People shared 65 exabytes
of information in 2007 through
two-way communication sys-
tems such as mobiles — the
equivalent of every personin
the world communicating the
contents of six newspapers
every day ar
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DRDO, US WORKING ON
30 HIGH-TECH PROJECTS

Nine Indian entities now out of US ban list

AJA] SHUKLA
Yilahanka, Bangalore, 11 February

he chief of India’s

Defence Research

& Development Or-

ganisation (DRDO)

today made the star-
tling revelation that his or-
ganisation is in partnership
with US entities in developing
at least 30 high-technology de-
fence projects.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Aero India 2011 air
show in Bangalore today, DR-
DO Chief V K Saraswat broad-
ly described the areas of the joint
DRDO-US research. He said they
were jointly developing “about
30 programmes related to ma-
terials, services, and manufac-
turing technologies. There are
some related to advanced com-
munications systems. There are
marny (projects) that are related
to low-intensity conflict.”

This indicates Washington’s
rapid relaxation of the stringent
technology denial controls that
the US Congress had placed en
DRDO after India tested five nu-
clear weapons in May 2008. Un-
til January 25, several DRDO
laboratories had featured on
Washington’s “Entity List”, a list
of agencies and institutions that
are banned from receiving dual-
_ use items from the US. A dual

use itemn is one that has military,
as well as civil, uses.
Controversially, Saraswat
also revealed DRDO was per-
mitting American inspectors to
examine equipment that was
being imported from the US for
use in DRDO projects. “We
already have some agreements

withthem...whatisealledpost-'

delivery inspec-

tion. Suppose RN HAS WORKED
for years with Russian and
they Israeli defence companies,
are at liberty to ' but featuring on the

come and check ‘Entity List’ had ruled out
cooperation with the US

they give some

equipment, they
can verify...

whether we have

nology denial regime imposed
by the US in 1998.

Saraswat said DRDO had
long hankered for partnership
with US companies. “A lot of
technology areas were identi-
fied for working with the US, but
because we were on the Entity
List... clearances were not com-
ing. I presume that there will be
acceleration in
our research &
development

programmes
with the US.” .

Despite the
DRDO-US proj-
ects under way,

used this equip-
ment in the place
that [ have indicated in my or-
der. It is something like the End
User Monitering Agreement.”

DRDO has worked for years
with Russian and [sraeli defence
companies in developing
weaponry, but featuring on the
“Entity List” had ruled out co-
operation with the US. The US
departments of state and com-
merce, which must grant licences
for defence-related export and
cooperation, automatically block
licenses to any agency on the
“Entity List”. Key DRDO plat-
forms, including the Tejas Light
Combat Aircraft; the Akash mis-
sile; and the Arjun tank, suffered
years of delay after the tech-

Saraswat point-
ed out that DR-
DO’s removal from the “Entity
List” did not mean that auto-
matic clearance was granted
for whatever DRDO needed.
US law mandates that all dual-
use items, which essentially in-
cludes everything related to de-
fence, needs export licences
from the US departments of
commerce, state and defence.

“That licensing process is the
law (in the US) and it will not
change. So we have to see in the
years to come... what kind of
trust is going to develop between
[the DRDO] and the US on the
issue of licences for dual use
items for the DRDO and other
defence agencies. That process
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will become lenient only if there

~ is alevel of trust,” Saraswat said.

Meanwhile, Washington has
stressed on high-tech coopera-
tion that was one of the high-
lights of President Barack Oba-
ma’s visit to India last Novem-
ber. US Commerce Secretary,
Gary Locke, with his delegation
of 24 US companies — among
them a dozen aerospace and de-
heed Martin, Oshkosh Corpo-
ration, Boeing and Aero Con-
trols — has dangled high tech-
nology as a carrot to induce New
Delhi to provide trade incentives
to US companies. Saraswat’s
revelations could ease scepti-
cism among Indian defence pol-
icymakers about whether Wash-

"ington intends to part with high

technelogy to India, or to mere-
ly cite the sale of high-tech de-
fence platforms like the C-130J
as evidence of its commitment.

Speaking to Business Stan-
dard, US Assistant Secretary

- of State for Political-Military
. Affairs Andrew Shapiro insisted

that Washington viewed In-
dia as a strategic partner. “The
removal of nine Indian entities
from the Entities List was a sig-
nificant accomplishment,” de-
clared Shapiro. “We've just had
a successful delivery of the
C-130J... and we hope to win -
the MMRCA competition,
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fice outsources authentication searches to CSIR

m Stakeholders seea potential ‘conflict of interest’ in the move, considering CSIR is a major patent-seeking body itself

SomaDas .

New Delhi, Feb 11: The In-
dian patent office is making
the Councilof Scientificand
Industrial Research (CSIR)
anintegralpartof thepatent
application processing sys-
tem, a move that many per-
ceive could create a conflict
of interest, as the CSIR itself
is amajor patent seeker. It is
felt that other patent appli-
cants might not be comfort-
able with the idea of CSIR
havingaccesstoinformation
furnished by them.

In a recent move, the
patent office has started out-
sourcingalimited numberof
Indianpatentapplicationsto
a CSIR wing, Unit of Re-

search and Development of
Information Products (UR-
DIP) to prepare Search Re-
ports(SRs)—acriticaldoen-
ment: that recommends
whether an invention is
patentable. The in-house of
patentexaminerswouldsub-
sequently vetthe SRs.

This is being implement-
ed by the patent office after
thedepartmentof industrial
policy and promotion(DIPF)
signed a.memorandum of
understanding with CSIR in

this regard in August 2010..

While sections of patent ex-
pertshintata potential ‘con-
flict of interest’ inherent in
the plan considering that
CSIR itself is a patent filer,
the patent office maintains

that there would be nosuch  around2,000t03,0000f Indian  infrastructure, competence
breach as it would ensure patentapplicationsannually — and the experience to do the
thatCSIR’'sownpatentappli- toURDIPforpriorartsearch- ‘search processing. CSIR's
cations wouldn’t be sent . esforwhichwewouldbepay- unitfitsthebill”,
backtothegovernment’ssci- - ing CSIRan agreed rate. The- Kurian maintains that
ence research body for rationaleistobringdowvnthe therewouldbeno‘conflictof
searchscrutiny. pendency rates and faster interest’ as patent applica-

Confirming the develop- processingof application.We  tions filed by CSIR wouldn't
ment, PH Kurian, controller  wantedtooutsourcetheseap-  be sent back to the agency’s
general of patents told FE, plications to a government- employees for processing.
“Yes, we havedecidedtosend = agency whichwouldhavethe

“Asfarasthe practice of out-

SEARCH REPORT: In patent law, a search reportis a critical report
established by a patent office, which mentions documents that
may be takeninto conssderatlcn In deciding whether a certain

sourcing goes, internation-
ally it is well established,
particularly in the case of
JapanandUS,” headded.
While some other senior
patent officials told FE that
applicants shouldn’t be con-
cerned - about application
processing,afewotherstake-
holders did express reserva-
tions that competitors may
not like their application to
be reviewed by CSIR. “In

+ practice, a patent examiner

orcontrollerisnotallowed to

ina patent The
in the search report usuallyform partofthepriorart.

3 moum Prior art constitutes all Information that has been
made available to the public in any form before a given
date that might be relevant to a patent's claims of originality.
Ifan invention has been described in prior art, a patenton
thatinvention is not vatid.

Patent office outsources...

IP expert Shamnad Basheer feels, “Out-
sourcing to CSIR may not necessarily bea
bad thing but one must appreciate that
notwithstanding the most sophisticated
firewalls to keep the CSIR “search author-
ity” separate and distinct from the CSIR
“patentee” avatar, “conflict” is always a
matter of perception.” He further adds,
“Given the comparative lack of resources
and expertise at the patent office, my per-
sonal preference would have been for a
strategy that focused on ramping up the
search skills of our own patent examin-
ers”. Sunita Sreedharan, CEQ, SKS Law
Associatessaid "Primafacie, an interested
party should not be involved in conduct-
ing searches, which should be carried out
in an impartial mannex. However, it is ad-

visable to see the terms of agreement be-
tween CSIR and DIPP before commenting
on this arrangement. Considering that
there is a huge backlog at the patent office
which have to be addressed and that CSIR
is a responsible statutory government
agency, we expect such a step to unburden
the patent examiners from conducting
searches and focusing their energies on
examination of the specifications as per
thePatent Law.

This way an examiner would effectively
use the time otherwise spent on searches
on clearing more number of applications,
Wealsoexpect the government tohave put
in place checks and balances to avoid any
form of conflictof interest that may arise
inthiscase".

filep perthe Patents
Act. By thesame logic, afiler
should not be allowed tobe a
partof the grant process” an
industry member said.
Someotherstakeamiddle
view. “Expansion of patent

office is long overdue. Out-
sourcing arrangements
such as these appear more
like stop gap arrangements.
Personally, I would prefer
that patent office should re-
cruit and absorb these offi-
cials, even if it ison contrac-
tual basis. Our patent
examiners and controllers
are expected to work full
time in their capacity which
isnotpossible intieups such
as these where, the official
doingsearches would be per-
forming an additional re-
sposibility Also, the terms of
this arrangement should be
made public,” said Gopaku- -
mar Nair, patent attorney
and founder, GN Associates.
=Continued on Page 2
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Court dismisses IIT plea, allows
IIT-JEE student to see answersheet

SEEMA HARKAULI B
NEW DELHI

to see his corrected IIT
Joint Entrance Exam (IIT-JEE)
answersheet through an RTI
application, the Delhi High
Court has dismissed a plea
the prestigious Institute whi
had come in appeal against a
CIC order.

“The right of a candidate,
sitting for JEE and GATE, to
obtain information under the
RTi Act is a statutory one. A
candidate does not lose his or
het right under the RTI Act only
because he br she has agreed to
sit for JEE or GATE. The con-
dition in the brochure that no
- photocopy of ORS will be pro-
vided is subject to the RTT Act.
It cannot override the RTI Act)’
Justice Muralidhar said.

Indian Institute of

TechnologL(IIT) had moved

court seeking quashing of

in the

Central

ject-wise marks obtained by
two candidates who appeared
Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) and
Graduate Aptitude Test in
Engmeerm (GATE) 2010.

e ITT’s plea Justice
S Murahdﬁ\ar upheld the CIC
suggestion to the candidates to
inspect the records and direct-
ed th IIT to co-operate with
him, The court also upheld the
CIC’s direction to the Public
Information Officer (PIO) to
provide the marksheet in 45
days to Sushil Kohli.

Navin Talwar appeared for
the joint Entrance Examination
2010 (JEE 2010) and Sushil
Kohli’s daughter, Sakshi Kohli,
sat for the Graduate Aptitude
Test in Engineering 2010
(GATE 2010). Candidates are
given two question papers,
containing multlple -choice

Information
- Commissions (CIC) order ask-

| ing it to supply the copy of sub-
Upholdlng a students right :

questmns and the correct
answers are to be darkened by
a pencil in the O tical -
Response Sheet (ORS)
supplied to the candidates. The
JEE 2010 was conducted oh
11th April 2010 in 1026 centres
across India and 4.72 lakh can-
didates appeared. The GATE
2010 was conducted on-
February 14, 2010 and the
results were announced on
March 15, 2010. '
ITT had refused to pmvide
them the copies saying it is
exempted from providing such
information under the RTI Act
as GATE committee shares fidu-
ciary relationship with its eval-
uators and maintains confiden-
tiality. “The evaluation of the
ORS is carried oftt through :
computerised process and not
manually, the question of there
being a fiduciary relationship
between the IIT and the evalu-
ators does not arise;” the court
said while dismissing IITs plea.
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3 JNU students served show-cause notices

Urvashi Sarkar

NEW DELHI: Three students of
Jawaharlal Nehru University
here were served show-cause
notices on Friday following
submission of the Proctorial
inquiry repart on the making
of a compact disc featuring
explicit content involving a
boy and a girl student. A copy
of the report with a complaint
has been submitted to the
Delhi Police,

In the scandal that has
rocked the campus, two uni-
versity students were filmed
in a JNU hostel room in a
compromising position in
April last year. The CD has
been doing the rounds for the
past six months,

Two students were earlier
suspended during the course
of the Proctorial inquiry.
‘While one boy featured in the
video, the other is believed to

be responsible for duplica-
tion of its contents. The third
boy, who has been served a
notice for allowing his room
to be used by the boy and the
girl, was reportedly not aware
of the filming. Still he has
been held responsible for
“misuse” of his rocom. The
students concerned have to
give their response to the au-

thorities by 5 p.m. this Sat.-

urday.

The girlin the video did not
appear to be aware of the
filming. The seven-page in-
quiry report and recommen-
dations were submitted by
the Chief Proctor, Prof. H. B.
Bohidar, who conducted the
inquiry, to the Vice-Chancel-
lor, Prof. Sudhir Kumar Sopo-
ry, on Friday and were
approved by the latter. Prof.
Bohidar said: “The report
states that the incident may
have been a commercial ven-

* JNU Proctorial
inquiry report
submitted

* Copy of report with
a compiaint given
to Delhi Police

ture or a pornographic racket.
However, w¢ do not have the
resources to investigate this
aspect, hence we have asked
the police to look into it.”

Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice (Southern Range) Amu-
lya Kumar Patnaik said: “We
will examine the complaint to
decide further legal action.”
JNU had so far not brought
the police into the picture as
the university wanted to con-
duct its own inquiry first and
was apprehensive of the pos-
sibility of being cut off from
the investigation.

Prof. Sopory said: “In the
capacity of the V-C, I have
accepted the recommenda-
tions of the Proctorial report
which include expelling of
two students, We have also
submitted the report to the
police who will decide on fur-
ther action and if an FIR is to
be lodged. The cyber crime
branch may also be
involved.”

Labelling the incident as
shocking, Prof. Sopory said:
"We did not expect such

things to happen on the cam- .

pus. All preventive measures
are to be taken to strictly en-
sure that such incidents are
not repeated. The matter has
been discussed with the pro-
vosts and the hostel wardens
and the security department
has. also been asked to be
more cautious.” The V-C ap-
preciated the students for be-
ing responsive and

supporting the actions taken
by the university authorities.

According to JNU sources,
circulars have alse been sent
to the various hostels asking
the residents to abide by the
hostel manual rules. The hos-
tel manual is also to be
amended to be provided with
“some structuring”, The in-
ter-hostel  administration
which also comprises stu-
dents is to look into it. More-
over, no guests are to be
allowed in the hostels after
10-30 p.m. while girls maynot
be permitted to enter the
boys’ rooms. The boys are al-
ready not allowed to enter the
girls’ rooms.

The university, known for
its fairly liberal atmosphere
and active political participa-
tion, has been shaken by the
incident with the student
community uniformly cen-
demning it.
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JNU porn clip:
Expel suspects,
'says Proctorin

reportto V-C

DEEPU SEBASTIAN EDMOND
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

THE Chief Proctor of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
has recommended that the
two students, found guilty of
shooting a pomographic video
clip of one of them in a com-
promising position with a fel-
low girl student, be expelled.

Vice-Chancellor § K So-
pory,who received Chief Proc-
tor H B Bohidar’s inquiry re-
port on Friday evening, has
approved the report’s recom-
mendations. “The students
have been issued showcause
notices, to which they will have
to reply on Saturday. If we do
not find their response satisfac-
tory, action will be taken
against them,” said Bohidar,
The V-Ctook legal advice be-
fore acting on the matter.

The Proctor’s team has suc-
ceeded . in establishing that
blackmail was the motive. “It
was the desperate action of a
jilted lover, The girl was plan-
ning to get married, and Ja-
nardhan Kumarwanted to pre-
vent that. He blackmailed her
using the video,” said Bohidar.

Kumar is a final-year BA
(Korean) student, while the
otheraccused, Balbir Chand, is
afinal-year MCA student. Both
stayed in Tapti Hostel

Bohidarsaid the girl came to
know of the existence of the
film much later. “We found
that she demanded all copies
of the video from him, At that
time, he had six DVDs in his
possession, which she de-
stroyed,” said Bohidar.

The Proctor has, however,
‘recovered a copy of the video
from Kumar, stored in a pen

“IT WAS .
desperate action of a
jilted lover, The girl
was planning to get
married, and
Janardhan Kumar
wanted to prevent
that. He blackmailed
her using the video,”

drive. “This is now part of the
evidence. We will hand it over
to the police if they ask for it,”
said Bohidar. :

The Proctor’s report has
alsorecommended that a third
student, whose room in Perivar
Hostel was used to make the
film in April last year, be rusti-
cated for a year. “He did not
know that the film was being
made in his room. But the fact
that he allowed the couple in-
side is in violation of the hostel
manual,” said Bohidar,

INU has filed a complaint
with the Vasant Kunj police

" station. “We will be handing

over the report to the police,
Charges of production were
proved against both the stu-
dents. It is up to the police now
to investigate and prove the
charges of circulation, upload-
ing and making multiple
copies,” said Bohidar.

One of the consequences of
the incident will be stricter im-
plementation of the existing
rules. “The hostel manual
states that girls are not allowed
in boys’ rooms. We will imple-
ment that strictly. Also, no
guests will be allowed in the
hosteks after 10.30 pm,” said a
senior university official. :
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